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« Engage-toi en faveur de l’environnement »

Contest for university students (French majors or minors)

The Cultural Services of the Consulate General of France in Chicago, with the Embassy of France in Washington D.C., the Alliance Française in Chicago and Veolia, presents a contest for all university students in the Midwest (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio South, Dakota, Wisconsin) under the theme of the environment.

Rules and Regulations

The students have the choice between two contests:

1.  Create a homepage in French for a website devoted to the protection or advocacy of the environment.

The homepage should contain:

· the name of the site

· an introductory text in French that presents the website and its commitment to the environment

· some visual elements:  a logo, photos, drawings, designs, etc.

· different sections and links, in French, that will lead to other pages on the site

· any other element(s) that the candidate judges to be necessary

The candidate can enter either by sending the URL address of his or her homepage, or a .pdf file (example:  screenshot).  

2.  Create a handout or flyer in French regarding the protection or advocacy of the environment.

The handout should contain:

· the name of the organization that is diffusing it

· the argument in French defended by the handout

· some visual elements:  photos, drawings, etc.

· any other element(s) that the candidate judges to be necessary

Recommended format:  .pdf

The students will be rewarded for the quality of the argument in French and the originality of the layout.

Prizes

1st prize: Prize of the Consulate General of France in Chicago: A travel grant to La Rochelle, France (July, 14-25).

Generously supported by Veolia.

"Sur le port de la Rochelle, ensemble protégeons notre mer..."  is a program of discovery focused on the ocean and the environment.  The program plans numerous visits and excursions (You will discover fishing and boating ports, shellfish gathering, boat trips to the Île d'Aix and Fort Boyard, visits to oyster-farms, the salt marshes of the Île de Ré, the aquarium, the maritime museum, etc.) as well as lectures and meetings (you will meet with researchers, local artists, experts in sailing, etc.).  The participants will also have the opportunity to try the local cuisine.  Lastly, the program will include a day of discovery of  La Rochelle.

The winner of the stay in La Rochelle must have sufficient knowledge of the French language
 (between « Intermediate Mid » and « Intermediate High » according to the scale established by the ACTFL).  He or she must be capable of understanding and expressing him or herself in a simple manner when talking about familiar subjects in a clear and standard French (for example, subjects like school, hobbies, family, friends, etc.)  It is also important that he or she be capable of getting along in the majority of situations encountered when abroad (for example, asking for directions, ordering in a café or restaurant, making purchases in a store, etc.).  In short, he or she needs to be able to describe and explain in simple words an event, an experience, a plan, or an idea.  

2nd prize: Prize of the Alliance Française of Chicago: free enrollment in a French language course.

3ème prix: Books or CDs or DVDs

Terms of Participation

To participate, every candidate must send by email and mail the following before March 31st 2010:

1. His or her project (homepage or handout) in electronic format, with the application form (the subject of the email should be: « concours environnement ») to the following email address:

Email address: mail@consulfrance-chicago.org
2. By mail, his or her signed application form with a check for 20$ made out to “l’Alliance Française de Chicago” to the following address:

Address : 

Consulat général de France

Service de coopération et d'action culturelle

Concours environnement 

205 North Michigan avenue, suite 3710

Chicago IL 60601

�	 Before awarding the first prize, the Embassy of France will verify that the candidate has a sufficient level of French to participate in the La Rochelle Program. 








