
On Saturday, August 22, 2009 CST Executive Director Criss Henderson was presented with 
the prestigious award of Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres (Knight of the Order of Arts and 
Letters). The award is in recognition of Henderson's instrumental role in presenting premier 
French performing arts groups in Chicago and was presented by French Cultural Services 

Cultural Attaché Laurent Maillaud at a reception prior to French performance troupe 
Ilotopie’s aquatic spectacle Water Fools (Fous de Bassin). 

Image: (l to r) Ilotopie performer Françoise Léger, CST Artistic Director Criss Henderson, 
French Cultural Services Cultural Attaché Laurent Maillaud,  French American Cultural 
Exchange Executive Director Elisabeth Hayes and CST Board Member William Jentes  

at a reception in the Chicago Shakespeare Theater lobby in honor of Mr. Henderson’s 
Chevalier des Arts et des Lettres award. 
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